
Network meeting in network 1: Adult learning – at work, in education and everyday life 
 
Date: Saturday, 9th March 2013 from 13.30 – 14.30  
 
Present: Vibe Aarkrog (viaa@dpu.dk), Bjarne Wahlgren (Wahlgren@dpu.dk), Gerd Stølen 
(gerd.stolen@uit.no), Ingela Bergmo-Prvulovic (ingela.bergmo-prvulovic@hlk.hj.se), Eva Andersson 
(eva.andersson@ped.gu.se) and Lisbeth Hybholt (lihy@dpu.dk) 
 
Notetaker: Lisbeth Hybholt 
 
1) Evaluation of the conference 2013 
Network 1: 
In network 1, there were two symposiums and 32 presenters at the sessions. The sessions had 
approximately between 9 and 35 participants. Participants at the network meeting had different 
assessments of the sessions in relation to the quality of the presentations and the research. It is found to be 
a problem that many presenters do not have a paper as a background for the presentation. The debates 
within the sessions were quite good and generally there was a good correlation between the presentations 
in the sessions. However, interpretations of what counts as adult learning were broad and thus some 
experienced that the adult learning focus disappeared in some sessions.  
 
Some find it most practical if participants presenting in Nordic languages present in the end of a session. 
 
NERA-conference: 
The overall conference was satisfyingly organized. There was a diversity in the assessments of the keynote 
speakers, from very unsatisfying to very inspiring.  
 
There were some wished for the organizers of the next conference:  
- to make the abstract submission electronic with pre described categories such as: aim, content (short), 
theoretical framework, network and specific keywords.  
- To announce the program earlier as it is difficult to arrange conference attendance (plane tickets, hotels 
and work) when you don’t know the date for your own presentation until a few weeks prior to the event. 
 
2) Network 1 in the future    
In relation to strengthening the quality of the presentations and the research for next years’ conference it 
was decided to separate presentations with and without a paper. Persons without a paper can present at 
roundtable sessions with four presenters in a 1½ hour session. 
 
Paper sessions of 1½ hour will have a maximum of three presentations with 15 minutes for the 
presentation and 15 minutes for discussion. To participate in a session with a paper requires that the paper 
is sent by email to the convener of the network no later than nine days before the conference. The papers 
will be published at the homepage for network 1 (if the convener gets access to the homepage). Also, every 
presenter will be an opponent for a paper in the session. There will be specific guidelines for the paper and 
the presentations  
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Furthermore it was discussed if NERA network 1 should be mere narrow in the definition of adult learning 
or if it is adequate that it is a broad understanding. Our suggestion is that we can discuss this issue in a pre-
conference or maybe in a symposium at the next NERA conference. The idea is to initiate a working 
network, which goes beyond presenting in network 1 at the conference.  It is possible to apply NERA for 
money for a pre-conference.  
 
3) Appointment of convener for network 1 
Lisbeth Hybholt continues as convener for the network with the reservation that she at this point does not 
know if she is employed next year. 


